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Introduction
The first nine volumes of Émile Durkheim’s L’année sociologique , published from
1896 to 1905, contain three-hundred-nine substantive reviews, in French, of scholarly works
published in English (books, monographs, and scholarly articles).  A further two-hundred-
eighty brief comments or short notices of English language materials were also published in
Durkheim’s journal.  Typically, the longer reviews were signed, whereas the shorter notices
were not.  Of the three-hundred-nine signed reviews, most were written by Mauss (108),
Hubert (63), Simiand (33), Durkheim (32), and Bouglé (15).
The reviews written by Durkheim of English language materials are of particular
interest to students of the history of sociology.  About half (14) were reviews of full-length
books, whereas the remaining reviews (18) were comments on relatively shorter journal
articles (predominantly from the American Journal of Sociology).  Durkheim reviewed a total
of twenty English language items that were published in the United States, and of these
items, only three were books.  That is to say, in terms of the impact of scholarly American
books on Durkheim, only three works garnered Durkheim’s major consideration during the
opening era of L’année sociologique:
WEBER, Adna Ferrin.   The Growth of Cities in the Nineteenth Century: A
Study in Statistics.  New York: Macmillan; London: King, 1899.
L’année sociologique (4): 577-582.,
MIELZINER, M.  The Jewish Law of Marriage and Divorce in Ancient and Modern
Times.  New York: Bloch, 1901.  L’année sociologique (8): 419-421, and
HOWARD, George Elliott.   A History of Matrimonial Institutions.  3 vols.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press and Callaghan & Company;
London: T. Fisher Unwin, [1904].  L’année sociologique (9): 384-392.
Surprisingly, Durkheim’s review of G.E. Howard’s magnum opus is not well known, and
was omitted from Nandan’s (1980) compendium of English translations of Durkheim’s
contributions to L’année Sociologique.
Howard, an early president of the American Sociological Society (now the American
Sociological Association) pioneered the institutional approach to history (Howard 1988). If
it is interesting to ponder the present-day lack of attention to Durkheim’s sociological
theories of the family (Lamanna 2002), it is even more puzzling that American sociologists
today have so long ignored Howard’s institutional analyses of marriage and the family and
the fundamental role his analyses played in framing debates about divorce law reform in the
progressive era (American Sociological Society 1909; Ball 1988; Daily Nebraskan 1906;
Howard 1904, 1906, 1909a, b, 1911, 1914; O’Neill 1973; Thomas 1904). Howard was a
v
noted scholar at the University of Nebraska—where he was a colleague of Roscoe Pound and
Edward A. Ross (Hertzler 1979; Hill 1989, 1999; Keith 1988)—and his published corpus
deserves every bit as much attention by American scholars as do Durkheim’s more well-
known works. The record is clear:  Durkheim paid attention to Howard—his was one of the
very few American books that Durkheim reviewed during the foundational years of L’année
sociologique from 1896-1905. Compilations such as that below allow us to look objectively
at which source materials the influential Durkheimian school of sociology took seriously, and
it is to be hoped that subsequent bibliographers will extend this work onward from 1905.
D. Brian Mann’s English translation of Durkheim’s review of Howard’s A History of
Matrimonial Institutions is forthcoming in the journal Sociological Origins. A complete
compendium—in the original French—of Durkheim’s essays and reviews from L’année
sociologique is conveniently provided in Duvignaud (1969) for scholars who do not have
ready access to a complete run of L’année sociologique
Technical Notes 
The entries below are chronologically arranged.  In this compilation, “short notices”
vary from a single word to a full page of text, but are typically only a few words or a few
lines.  The pagination for each review in L’année sociologique follows the designation AS,
followed in turn by the volume number and the surname of the author of each review. Simple
bibliographic listings of items in L’année sociologique which appeared without annotations
of any kind are omitted from this compilation.  In those cases where major reviews were not
signed but the attribution of authorship is straightforward, the author’s name is placed in
square brackets.  In those few cases were the authorship of major reviews is unknown, this
situation is noted by the annotation, in square brackets, “Not clearly attributed.”  Both British
and American spellings have been retained as used in L’année sociologique.  Several
diacritical marks, however, were removed for technical reasons associated  with the
production of the Adobe Acrobat CD-ROM version of this publication. 
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Volume I: 1896-97
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Max MULLER.  Contributions to the Science of Mythology.  London: Longmans, 1987.  AS
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G. Scott ROBERTSON.  The Kafirs of the Hindu Kush.  London: Lawrence and Bullen.
AS (1): 187-188, [Short notice].
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Gertrude M. GODDEN.  “Naga and other Frontier Tribes of North East India.” From the
Journal of the Anthropological Institute of London, Vol. 26.  AS (1): 188, [Short
notice].
R.G. WOODTHORPE.  “Some Account of the Shans and Hill Tribes of the States on the
Mekong.  From the Journal of the Anthropological Institute of London, Vol. 26.  AS
(1): 188, [Short notice].”  
S.H.H. JOHNSTON.  British Central Africa.  Methuen, 1897. AS (1): 188, [Short notice].
R.H. MATHEWS.  “The Burbung of the Wiradthuri Tribes.” From the Journal of the
Anthropological Institute of London, Vol. 16.  AS (1): 197, [Short notice].
Percy GARDNER.  Sculptured Tombs of Hellas.  London: Macmillan, 1896.  AS (1): 205-
207, [Mauss].
W. Copeland BORLASE.  The Dolmens of Ireland.  Chapman and Hall, 1896.  AS (1): 207,
[Short notice].
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E. RIESS.  “On Ancient Superstitions.”  From Transactions of the American Philological
Association.  Boston: Grimme, 1896.    AS (1): 222, [Short notice].
W. WESTON.  “Customs and Superstitions in the Highlands of Central Japan.” From the
Journal of the Anthropological Institute of London, Vol. 36.  AS (1): 222, [Short
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Volume II: 1897-1898
Lester WARD.  Dynamic Sociology; The Psychic Factors of Civilization; Outlines of
Sociology.  New York: Macmillan, 1883-1897; 1893-1897; 1898.  AS (2): 167-171,
Parodi.
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Religions of Asia.  London: Quaritch, 1897.  AS (2): 195-196, Mauss.
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F.J. GOULD.  A Concise History of Religion.  London: Watts, 1897.  AS (2): 197, [Short
notice].
Daniel G. BRINTON.  Religions of Primitive Peoples.  London, New York: Putnam’s Sons,
1897.  AS (2): 197-201, Mauss.
Earnest YOUNG.  The Kingdom of the Yellow Robe: Being Sketches of the Domestic and
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G.M. GODDEN.  “Naga and Other Frontier Tribes of North-East India.”  From Journal of
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H. Crawford ANGUS.  “A Year in Azimba and Chipitaland: The Customs and the
Superstitions of the People.”    From Journal of the Anthropological Institute, 1897.
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W. McGREGOR.  British New-Guinea.  1897.  AS (2): 206, [Short notice].
J. CHALMERS.  “Toaripi.”  From Journal of the Anthropological Institute, 1897.  AS (2):
206, [Short notice].
Stanley GARDINER.  “The Natives of Rotuma.” From Journal of the Anthropological
Institute, 1897.  AS (2): 207, [Short notice].
G. FLETCHER.  “The Significance of the Scalp-Lock: A Study of an Omaha ritual.”  From
Journal of the Anthropological Institute, 1897.  AS (2): 207, [Short notice].
von PFEIL.  “Duk-Duk and Other Customs as Forms of Expressions of the Melanesians
Intellectual Life.”    From Journal of the Anthropological Institute, 1897.  AS (2):
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Walter E. ROTH.  Ethnological Studies among the North-West: Central Queensland
Aborigines.  Brisbane, Government of Queensland, 1897.  AS (2): 207, [Short
notice].
A. OWEN.  The Story of Hawaii.  London: Harper and Brothers, 1898.  AS (2): 207, [Short
notice].
CROOKALL.  British Guiana.  London: Fisher Unwin, 1898.  AS (2): 207, [Short notice].
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Leonard W. KING.  Babylonian Magic and Sorcery.  Lodnon: Luzac.  AS (2): 212-213,
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M.A. MUNIZ and W.J. McGEE.  “Primitive Trephining in Peru.”  From Ethn. Ann. Report,
Vol. 16. AS (2): 207, [Short notice].
T.V. HOLMES.  “On the Evidence for the Efficacy of the Diviner and His Rod in the
Search for Water.”  From. Journal of the Anthropological Institute, 1898.  AS (2):
214, [Short notice].
Kuno MEYER and A. NUTT.  The Voyage of Bran, Son of Febal, to the Land of the Living.
London: Nutt, 1897.  AS (2): 217-220, Mauss.
J.M. de GROOT.  The Religious System of China.  3 Vols.  Leyde: Brill, 1892-1897.  AS
(2): 221-226, Mauss.
J.C. FRAZER.  Pausanis’s Description of Greece.  6 Vols.  London: Macmillan, 1898.  AS
(2): 229-233, Hubert.
Jesse Walter FEWKES.  “Tusayan Snake Ceremonies.”  From 16th Annual Report of
Ethnology.  Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1897.  AS (2): 233-
234, Mauss.
William S. WALSH.  Curiosities of Popular Customs and of Rites, Ceremonies,
Observances and Miscellaneous Antiquities.  London: Gibbings, 1898.  AS (2): 234,
Mauss.
Frederick SESSIONS.  “Some Syrian Folk-Lore Notes Gathered on Mount Libanon.”  From
Folk-Lore, 1898.  AS (2): 235, Hubert.
Jesse Walter FEWKES. “Tusayan Katcinas.”    From 15th Annual Report of Ethnology.
Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1897.  AS (2): 233-234, [Short
notice].
H. BOWER.  The Elevation and Procession of the Ceri at Gubbio.  London: Nutt, 1897.
AS (2): 237, Mauss.
Andrew LANG.  Modern Mythology.  London: Longmans, 1897.  AS (2): 240-243, Mauss.
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A. MacDONNELL.  Vedic Mythology.  Strasbourg: Trubner, 1897.  AS (2): 243-245,
Mauss.
Cyrus THOMAS.  “Day Symbols of the Maya Year.”  From 16th Annual Report of the
Bureau of Ethnology.  Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1898.  AS
(2): 253-254, Mauss.
H. Colley MARCH.  “The Mythology of Wise Birds.”  From Journal of the Anthropological
Institute, 1898.  AS (2): 254, [Short notice].
George SAINT-CLAIR.  Creation Records Discovered in Egypt: Studies in the Book of the
Dead.  London: D. Nutt, 1898.  AS (2): 255, [Short notice].
W. CROOKE.  “The Wooing of Penelope.”  From Folk-Lore, 1898.  AS (2): 260-261,
[Short notice].
Morris JASTROW.  “The Original Character of the Hebrew Sabbat.”  From Ann. Of
Theology, Vol. 2.   Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1898.  AS (2): 264-266
Hubert and Mauss.
S. CHEETHAM.  The Mysteries Pagan and Christian.  London: Macmillan, 1897.  AS (2):
272-273, Mauss.
A. Smythe PALMER.  Babylonian Influence on the Bible and Popular Beliefs.  London:
David Nutt, 1897.  AS (2): 283-284, Hubert.
W.M. Flinders PETRIE.  Religion and Conscience in Ancient Egypt.  London: Methuen,
1898.  AS (2): 286, Levy.
CHALMERS.  “Tathagata.”  From J. R. As. Soc. London, 1898.  AS (2): 286, [Short
notice].
J.B. PANDIAN.  Indian Village Folk: Their Works and Ways.  London: Elliot Stock, 1897.
AS (2): 309-310, [Short notice].
Louis BECKE.  Wild Life in Southern Seas.  London: Fisher Unwin, 1897.  AS (2): 310,
[Short notice].
Lee WARNER.  The Citizen of India.  London: Macmillan, 1897.    AS (2): 310, [Short
notice].
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William I. THOMAS.  “The Relation of Sex to Primitive Social Control.”  From: American
Journal of Sociology, 1898.  AS (2): 328-329, [Durkheim].
Owen DORSEY.  Sionian Sociology (Sociology of the Sioux).  From 15th Ann. Rep. Of the
Bur. of Ethnology, 1897.  Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.  AS
(2): 330, [Short notice].
M. GEE.  “The Sionian Indian: A Preliminary Sketch.”    From 15th Annual Report of the
Bureau of  Ethnology, 1897.  Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.  AS
(2): 330, [Short notice].
H.N. HUTCHINSON.  Marriage Customs in Many Lands.  London: Seeley, 1897.  AS (2):
331-334, [Durkheim].
David Werner AMRAM.  The Jewish Law of Divorce According to Bible and Talmud.
London: Nutt, 1897.  AS (2): 336-338, [Durkheim].
Major McNAIR and T. L. BARLOW.  “Customs and Ceremonies Observed at Betrothal
and Wedding in the Pundjab.”  From Folk-Lore, 1898.  AS (2): 343, [Short notice].
E.J. SIMCOX.  Primitive Civilizations or Outlines of the History of Ownership in Archaic
Communities.  London: Swan Sonnenschein, 1897.  AS (2): 348-349, [Short notice].
Herbert SPENCER.  The Principles of Sociology.  Vol. 3.  London, Edinburgh, Oxford:
Williams and Norgate, 1896.  AS (2): 451-452, [Simiand].
A. MARSHALL.  “Distribution and Exchange.”  From The Economic Journal, 1898.  AS
(2): 453-454, [Short notice].
Sidney and Beatrice WEBB.  Industrial Democracy.  London: Longmans, Green, 1897.  AS
(2): 486-506, [Simiand].
Thomas MACKAY.  The State and Charity.  London: Macmillan, 1898.  AS (2): 506,
[Short notice].
SIEGHART.  “The Reform of Direct Taxation in Austria.”  From The Economic Journal,
1898.  AS (2): 519, [Short notice].
9
Cosmos MINDELEFF.  “The Cliff Ruins of Canyon de Chilly, Arizona.” From the 16th
Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology.  Washington, DC: U.S. Government
Printing Office.    AS (2): 519, [Short notice].
G. de LAPOUGE.  “The Fundamental Laws of Anthroposociology.”  From the Journal of
Political Economy, 1897.  AS (2): 565-570, [ Muffang].
W. RIPLEY.  “The Racial Geography of Europe: A Sociological Study.”  From Popular
Science Monthly.  New York: Appleton, 1897.  AS (2): 574, [ Muffang].
CLOSSON.  “The Hierarchy of European Races.”  From American Journal of Sociology,
1897.  AS (2): 574-576, [ Muffang].
Volume III: 1898-99
CROWELL.  The Logical Process of Social Development.  New York: Holt, 1898.  AS (3):
152-154, Parodi.
S.M. LINDSAY.  “The Unit of Investigation in Sociology.” From the Annals of the
American Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol,. 12.  AS (3): 160,
Durkheim.
H. SPENCER.  “What is Social Evolution?” From Nineteenth Century, 1898.  AS (3): 179,
[Short notice].
A. ELLWOOD.  “Prolegomena to Social Psychology.”  From the American Journal of
Sociology, 1899.  AS (3): 183-184, Durkheim.
C.P. THIELE.  Elements of the Science of Religion.  Edinburgh: W. Blackwood, 1899.  AS
(3): 195-198, Mauss.
Andrew LANG.  The Making of Religion.  London: Longmans, 1899.  AS (3): 199-202,
Mauss.
E.S. HARTLAND.  “The High Gods of Australia: A Criticism of Mr. Andrew Lang’s
‘Making of Religion’”. From Folk-Lore, 1898.  AS (3): 202, [Short notice].
Andrew LANG. “Australian Gods: A Reply.” Folk-Lore, 1899; E. Sidney Hartland,
“Australian Gods: Rejoinder.” Folk-Lore, 1899.  AS (3): 202-203, [Short notice].
10
G.L. GOMME.  “Ethnological Data in Folk-Lore: A Cirticism.” From Folk-Lore, 1899; A.
Nutt. “Ethnological Data in Folk-Lore: A Reply.” From Folk-Lore, 1899.  AS (3):
202: [Short notice].
Edward CLODD.  Tom Tit Tot: An Essay on Savage Philosophy.  London: Duckworth,
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